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113 Costain, Thomas Below the Salt succeeded him had wrecked the family fortune that 
140 Doubleday. Sept. 20, 1957. $3.95. orphaned John had been reared penniless but 
(Literary Guild cultured grandmother. After her death worked 
The workaday world John Foraday ended abruptly routinely proof-reader, cherishing secretly desire 
when received summons the fabulous Western fiction. With explanation the Senator 
estate Richard O’Rawn, aging but still America’s guided John accumulating modest fortune stock 
Most capable and most respected Senator. Although market tips, announced his retirement from politics and 
summons came surprise, later developed suffered heart attack before telling John that his task 
that young Dick O’Rawn had been engaged John’s was write story past days bearing upon events 
years before but and inex- the present. And here the gimmick—by some sort 


Plicably ended the engagement. The suitor who had 


metempsychosis the Senator believed that shutter 
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his soul had been lifted and that was privileged 
perceive his participation the events earlier 
life England during the 12th Century. 

With the ailing Senator, John journeyed Ireland and 
England; first the Senator’s distant cousin Patrick 
O’Rawn who lived with his regally beautiful daughter 
Eleanor the ancient Irish seat the O’Rawns. There 
the Senator predicted the real site the original Castle 
O’Rawn, whose foundations were then uncovered 
digging. England directed the finding and pre- 
dicted the contents seven hundred year old cache, 
thus establishing the fact that had some mysteriously 
involved connection with the past. 

With all this long and somewhat over-intricately con- 
trived introduction out the way, the real story begins 
abruptly. concerns Richard Rawen, proud and 
handsome Saxon, educated the family William 
the Marshal, circa one hundred years after the famous 
Norman conquest. From father son his family 
has been handed down the secret the whereabouts 
the only copy the charter which Queen Matilda 
had secured from the King alleviate the burden 
the Saxons but which the King had later retracted. 
Only one copy had been preserved and this was 
serve rallying point for the eventual Saxon revolt 
against the Normans. Richard, course, knew the 
secret did Tostig, his faithful and ingenious squire. 
But Angevin power waxed England and France and 
hopes rebellion died “Harry the Secund’s” sons 
fought and died until finally only John Lackland was 
left occupy the throne. His training completed, 
Richard was knighted and sent the Continent 
make his reputation and fortune tilting; was also 
sent William the Marshal the Court Brittany 
warn young Prince Arthur (son Goeffrey, Harry’s 
son) not contest the throne with John. Brittany 
Richard defeated the fabulous champion Sire Tohu- 
Bohu; there also fell love with Arthur’s sister, 
Eleanor, the Pearl Brittany, and Tostig, that in- 
genious and contriving squire, with Giselle, Eleanor’s 
base-born sister. 

Arthur scorned the Marshal’s warning, was defeated 
and both and Eleanor were captured and imprisoned 
with Arthur dying mysteriously short order. Richard 
and Tostig tilted their way across Europe Rome 
where they entered the service the Holy Father and 
were later assigned Stephen Langton when that 
worthy was made Archbishop Canterbury. 

They returned England Langton’s agents and 
effected the escape Eleanor from Corfe with Giselle 
remaining behind impersonate the Princess and sac- 
rificing her chance escape. Richard and Eleanor fled 
estate Ireland where they lived incognito, rais- 
ing horses and thus departing from the mainstream 
the story. John’s absolutism increased the barons 
with the aid Stephen Langton begin organize the 
Army God and Holy Church which culminated 
the extortion the Great Charter from John Runny- 
mede. all these events Tostig was the Archbishop’s 
faithful man who felt out the temper the people 
and participated all the organizational work, even 
securing for Stephen the O’Rawn copy the original 
charter. this point learn surprisingly that Sena- 
tor O’Rawn was not the original Richard had 
suspected but really the common man, Tostig, without 
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whose exertions Magna Charta ever would haye 
eventuated. Pope Innocent condemned the Magn, 
Charta and recalled Langton Rome; John contra. 
vened the charter; the French Dauphin invaded 
siezed the southeast corner the realm; there was only 
lawlessness the land. John’s death placed his 
son the throne Henry III with William the 
shal regent. drove the French from England 
restored peace the land. Again Tostig served the 
practical man affairs who assisted all the behind. 
the-scenes movements. the Battle Lincoln Tostig 
was knighted and given grant land, neighboring 
those Richard England. 


Unsuccessful his attempts free Giselle, still mas. 
querading the Princess, Tostig goes Ireland and, 
after Giselle’s death, gets himself sons preserve his 
line. There controversy between the Tostigans and 
the O’Rawn descendants but nothing important. The 
story ends with Tostig’s death. Returning again the 
present find that the publication John’s story 
results certain complications which threaten his bud- 
ding romance with Eleanor O’Rawn, seeming reincar. 
nation the Pearl Brittany. And yes—we finally 
learn that Senator O’Rawn had broken his engagement 
with John’s grandmother because thought that 
Giselle might reincarnated that might called 
some important work. course, eventually John 
and Eleanor marry. 


usual Mr. Costain has written rattling good story 
those medieval times England knows well. 
Both epilogue and prologue, this reviewer’s opinion, 
are over complicated and seem lend nothing the 
story but the author uses them state, through the 
Senator’s mouth, his purpose writing. wants 
impress upon people the difference between those days 
and these, especially the matter personal freedom, 
whose lack he, Tostig, could appreciate well. 
wishes impress upon them the necessity 
ally working maintain that freedom, especially 
the face such tyrannies that Iron Curtain rule 
which can lead only another Dark Age. The main 
sweep history accurately though, course, in- 
completely recorded but the little touches 
daily life that Mr. Costain excels. The book suitable 


for all adult readers. 
Leonard Wolf, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


Horgan, Paul Give Possession 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Sept. 267p. $3.5. 

This deceptively brilliant novel which, unless 
vastly mistaken (and may be), allegory, least 
part, interpreting the part the United States Amer- 
ica has taken international relations. Some may find 
merely story which brings into question the 
matic philosophy the wealthy, oblique comment 
certain social manifestations particular class 
the economic scale. They may right, too. But 
find myself wondering why Mr. Hogan chose plan 
and prepare novel about two very successful and 
beautiful young people who fall love and 
have practically worries about money position, 
and yet find their happiness threatened the hero’s 
uneasy conscience about French girl met and loved 
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during the war years. Basically, this plot has been 
ysed many novelists the post-war period. Unless 
there some special significance, might not judged 
banal? 

David Alexander Bonbright and Agatha Winlake are 
Californians.” David handsome lad and 
early learns boarding school that can the 
leader with little quiet bribery and adjustment 
circumstances. Agatha almost spoiled child, deli- 
cate but self-willed and daring enough call off her 
engagement handsome suitor the gala party 
meant announce because she realized that she was 
really love with David. They marry, begin life 
very comfortable home, and then David goes off war. 
Though his facility getting along with people the 
advertising firm which was employed might have 
made him less fitted for army life, develops firm- 
ness character which makes him valuable officer 
and wins him the close friendship Major Hank 
Nicholson. Hank’s visit San Francisco after the 
war which reawakens David’s memory episode 
inasmall French town which had been heavily bombed 
and shelled, which had befriended and then 
fallen love with the girl Laure. had fully in- 
tended come back St-Joseph-Pere meet Laure 
Paris, but circumstances, the end the hostilities 
Europe and reassignment the Pacific Theater, pre- 
vented. carefully arranges fly France without 
Angela knowing, finds Laure, who has born his child 
but who steadfastly refuses recognize him. The old 
abbé Bouisson, curé the village church, has make 
him face responsibility, quality which money 
cannot buy substitute for. 


“France dusty and poor,” the old man tells him 
last. have enough forgive ourselves, and others. 
can only through our future, which one 
else can make for us. Can you grasp that?” 


David returns abashed Angela and, presumably, 
they will make happy enough life together, while 
Laure and her child work out their own destiny 
proud peace and independence. 

the point not this: Golden America, with comfortable 
plenty and unrealistic reliance the purchasing 
power material things, has rather stupidly, with 
the best intentions, tried purchase self-esteem 
rather than earn mature responsibility? That, 
least, seems powerful overtone this finely 
written novel. Adult readers should find enjoyable 


and stimulating. 
Grady, 
University Scranton 


Cozzens, James Gould Love Possessed 
Harcourt, Brace. Aug. 26,1957. 570p. $5.00. 


(Book-of-the-Month Club—September 


Graham Greene has Dunlop, the wine-merchant, say 
Visit Morin that “writing the most private 
arts and yet few hesitate invade the writer’s 
home.” The reader experiences the same reactions 
embarrassing curiosity approaching the privacy 
James Gould Cozzens, author novels, literary 
craftsman and accomplished novelist, whose social pref- 
erence left alone his 124-acre farm near 
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Lambertville, New Jersey. Rarely does leave his 
farm—he has not seen movie years, has not 
visited the theatre, concert art gallery more 
than years. has encouraged readers remain 
away from him, least 140,000 them have not re- 
mained away from his novels, the first which 
wrote 1924 (Confusion) when was year 
old Sophomore Harvard. the Atlantic Monthly 
had published his first short story and the Book-of-the- 
Month Club designation has been given since then 
other novels addition his latest Love Possessed, 
which took years complete. They are San 
Pedro (1931), The Last Adam (1933), and The Just 
and the Unjust (1942), the last two dealing turn 
with small-town doctor and small-town attorney. 
Love Possessed concerns itself with small-town 
lawyer, years old, (the same age the author), 
twice-married and father three children, intelli- 
gent, balanced, prudent, the Man Reason. Together 
with the Pulitzer prize novel The Guard Honor 
(1948) one literary critic, John Fischer Harper’s, has 
recommended that the maturity, technical accomplish- 
ment and finished artistry Cozzens qualify him for 
the Nobel prize for literature. There will few 
dispute that should least among the candi- 
dates. The movie rights this most recent novel have 
been sold for the same amount ($100,000) that the 
Reader’s Digest has paid include condensation 
the novel its regular release abbreviated books. 


Cozzens’ characters are rational, somewhat old-fashioned 
liberals, living upper middle class society and re- 
sponsive some moral code. The theme this 
present novel love all its manifestations—con- 
jugal, parental, fraternal, filial, spiritual, somatic, selfish, 
selfless. The distortion love strikingly revealed 
the crucial hours that transpire during the almost 
600 pages this story Arthur Winner, the Man 
Reason, almost stoical his self-restraint and always 
philosophical his observations upon the love and the 
bigotry, the law and the sexual deportment himself 
and others the small town Brocton, somewhere 
near New York. 


Growing wisdom from the time that his agnostic 
father dies cancer, Arthur becomes more and more 
the man sobriety, the man Aristotle’s arété, exer- 
cising the activity his reason accordance with his 
conception virtue, and admitting that such exercise 
requires moderate amount wealth, good birth, 
health, good personal appearance and satisfactory 
domestic life. This arété must all means shine 
through whatever misfortunes may arise from being 
married Hope, his first wife, whose conjugal satis- 
factions were never commensurate with his own. Self- 
containment and reason must evidence even when 
reliving the experiences unrestraint and non-reason 
the very day Hope’s death child-birth, when 
began adulterous affair with Marjorie Penrose, the 
wife his crippled friend and legal partner, Julius Pen- 
rose. From this law associate acquires something 
more add his arété, compassion and forgive- 
ness which Julius explains has always experienced 
from the beginning toward Arthur’s affair with his wife, 
the recollection which for our Man Reason be- 
comes the animal couplings “two cheap sneaks.” 
Likewise, Julius rationalizes with Arthur that since 
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was actuated his best prudential judgment should 
not consider himself responsible for the suicide death 
Helen Detweiler, the daughter old friend who 
had sacrificed her youth for her spineless brother whom 
Arthur had professionally defended against alleged 
crime rape. 

The sympathy and compassion that Julius extends to- 
ward his immediate associates are combined with 
irrational intolerance and prejudice toward Roman 
Catholics. Bitter and derisive treatment reserved for 
his wife Marjorie’s interest the Catholic faith and 
for her friendship with Mrs. Pratt through college and 
their marriage. For Julius, the mental and physical 
anguish caused his wife her half-mad first hus- 
band, Osborne, only served pulverize her soul into 
state masochistic guilt that disposed for the 
blandishments Mrs. Pratt. The several pages acid 
contempt for everything Catholic and Julius’ recon- 
struction the preparation Marjorie’s soul for the 
“irrationality” faith require prudent and mature 
reading. The ambivalence compassion and intoler- 
ance Julius make him also subject for interesting 
clinical analysis. His psyche much more complicated 
and mysterious than that his wife. Maturity 
requirement likewise reading through some the 
most explicit and detailed sexuality novel. Coz- 
zens’ prose becomes almost rhapsodic and lyrical when 
the experiences Winner’s conjugal relations with 
Clarissa, his second wife, are contrasted with those 
the dutiful Hope. 

This novel surely for adult reading both from the 
point view content and style. Disquisitions 
dialogue form, (on religion, morality, and bigotry), run 
through the novel, accompanied resonances 
Shakespeare and passages from the Bible. 
peripheral observer the human situation which 
the Man Reason finds himself; and all the vignettes 
life small-town Brocton involving the noble and 
the mean, the serious and the ridiculous, are viewed 
with sheer objectivity, boldly one time, sensitively 
and delicately another. This not the neurotic, 
morbid, pathological novel Nelsen Algren, Norman 
Mailer, James Jones. The writing may heady 
times, introducing inversions sentences, clauses 
within clauses and punctuations that demand re-read- 
ing; but through the style Arthur Winner emerges 
the deliberate, tolerant, fundamentally honest, patient, 
Man Reason, and James Gould Cozzens demonstrates 
himself the accomplished creator some the 
most credible and plausible human personalities the 


modern novel. 
Thomas Wassmer, S.J., 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Bonner, Paul Hyde 

Scribner’s. Sept. 314p. $3.95. 
Amanda has the distinction heroine who has died 
seven years before the story opens. Fittingly the book 
bears her name, however; her spirit hovers over the 
whole action and helps bring about the climax. 


life Amanda was Lady Kidloch, daughter Earl; 
but Jonathan Laidlow (who narrates the story) knew 


her only WAAF Corporal Ross, chauffeur his 


Amanda 


Bonner 


Best 


commanding officer before D-Day. flashback reports 
the forming their acquaintance, with Amanda 
ting off Jon’s affectionate overtures until after the war, 


1954 John returns London secretary the 
American embassy and tries trace the attractive 
aloof corporal. James McLaren, his counterpart the 
Foreign Office, introduces him coterie who provide 
partying for his weekends and also startling revelation 
about Amanda. Married man who later proved 
Communist spy, Amanda had forced herself 
act out her role wife order keep British 
gence posted his activities. prevent 
his escape behind the Iron Curtain, she shot her hus 
band and then committed suicide. 


His new friends offer Jon temporary assuagement from 
this discovery and loss: some wholesome, such 
hunting and fishing Daphne Stronge’s country 
some immoral, such the erotic forwardness 
Edwina Rushton. When Jon invites Edwina his 
apartment, she voluntarily disrobes, and accepts the 
adulterous invitation conquest. 


When Jon later visits Amanda’s old Scottish castle, 
however, she reenters his life appearing him 
spirit. Confessing her thwarted love for him, she 
promises remain his side provided that prove 
himself worthy heart, desire, and loyalty himself, 
She tells him, moreover, cultivate Daphne; that 
not find happiness around naked with Edwina 
and bottle champagne.” 


Daphne responds receptively Jon’s courtship, and 
throughout the ensuing year she encourages his ambi- 
tions write book the avenue literary career. 
The achievement promises both bolster his 
fidence and assure their marriage symbol 
ing proved himself. Daphne’s help, and always 
overseen Amanda, completes this project despite 
many vicissitudes, escapes last-minute plot against 
him the embassy, and resigns his secretaryship for 
happy marriage. 


The theme, that genuine love and happiness are 
itual and arise from one’s nobler self, worthy one; 
and Ross develops with interest and novelty. There 
plasmic Topper the handling Amanda for com- 
plete conviction. exertion her influence through 
associative places and objects might have proved more 
effective than eavesdropping and casual reincarnations 
conveniently critical spots. Despite the title, 
over, Daphne needs more role than Bonner has 
wanted concede her. One feels that her fears 
being sought substitute for Amanda rather than for 
herself are not without basis. 


Such examination nuances, however, 
obscure the fact that basic facility writing 
dent throughout. The character Amanda excep 
tionally well delineated, almost wholly 
means; the dialogue consistently skillful; and mod- 
erate suspense steadily sustained even though the 
pace never hurried. Edwina, course, not 
proper companion for the immature. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 


John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 
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Marshall, Rosamond The Bixby Girls 
Doubleday. Sept. 19,1957. 336p. $3.95. 

There were three Bixby children: Kathy, Salome, and 
their brother, Chad. the age nineteen Kathy 
becomes the personal secretary handsome Scott Has- 
vice-president the Tri-Tex Corporation 
Dallas, Texas. Scott married Livy Kittridge, the 
daughter the company president. Livy, however, 
not sympathetic wife, and Scott has one night en- 
counter with Salome Bixby. illegitimate child 
conceived. Eventually, Kathy becomes Scott’s mistress. 
Salome unfaithful her husband even though 
afine chap and some wealth. 

The years pass, and Salome’s husband killed the 
World War. She now seeks another, even 
wealthier, mate, finds him, and marries him. Again, 
fine fellow, but, again, Salome unfaithful. 
Other things happen: Scott’s wife becomes physically 
incapacitated; his legitimate son killed; Kathy cares 
for Scott’s and Salome’s baby; Scott becomes hero 
the war, and, finally, Kathy dies. Chad Bixby appears 
now and then throughout the story Elvis Presley 
type folk singer who very successful until loses 
leg while participating the war; however, resolves 
win his way the top once more. 

The pace this novel fantastic. The reader 
actually left panting after few pages. This story 
almost completely action; result, produces 
bizarre effect. movie serial were being shown 
—not one chapter each Saturday, but all fifteen 
twenty chapters one Saturday one showing. Can 
you imagine the the “Perils Pauline” 
the “Problems Zoobu, the Jungle Girl” complete 
one sitting would become laughable all but the 
most immature. Since there practically local color, 
character depth, etc.—but only action—the reader re- 
ceives the added effect speedéd camera reeling 
out scenes runaway horses and frantic riders. 

This novel can not said dull, but neither can 
said good. Curiously enough, the scenes 
which Chad Bixby appears are the most appeal- 
ing and the best written. The conversation Chad 
and his Deep Ellum Negroes has the ring authen- 
ticity. But those Bixby girls, Kathy and Salome, while 
quite sinful and quite active, are also quite uninter- 


esting. 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Cloete, Stuart The Mask 
Houghton, Mifflin. 245p. $3.50. 

The seventh novel written about Africa Stuart 
Cloete, this the fourth one relating the van der 
Berg family, whose representative, Simon, plays 
part this one. The author, who has 
farmed and hunted the local the story, has pre- 
sented what assures factually accurate ac- 
count the warfare bteween the Dutch and the Kaffir 
tribes southeast Africa during the period 1852-1854. 
The author able recreate life for was lived 
the big Dutch farms South Africa century ago. 
the story opens find Simon van der Berg, 
painter and trader, staying for few days the farm 
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operated Schalk Fourie and his wife Mevrou. There 
Simon realizes that falling love with Fourie’s 
daughter, Sybella, but not wishing get married before 
Africa the north, leaves the Fourie 
arm. 


Thereafter events move rapidly and tragically. While 
was asleep and alone hunting expedition, 
Schalk Fourie was attacked strand wolf and 
his face was torn away. though this were not 
enough, the terribly injured man’s wife tried kill 
him after miraculously managed make his way 
home without his horse which was killed the same 
wolf that had attacked him. But the old man was too 
tough die and was later spirited away his native 
servant Bosman and nursed back health. leather 
mask was made cover what had once been human 
face, and this Schalk Fourie was wear, not 
frighten people his terrible appearance. 


The story then moves further north, follow the 
events which finally brought Simon and 
gether. Both became involved the warfare the 
Dutch against the Kaffir tribesmen. The horrors 
that particular war are not minimized. The author be- 
lieves that the Kaffirs were not justified attacking the 
peaceful Boers and accordingly sympathetic the 
latter. Famous Dutch leaders, such the Potgieters, 
uncle and nephew, and Paul Kruger, later become 
President the Transvaal Republic, are among those 
portrayed the war against the Kaffir tribes during the 
years 1852-1854. The details several battles are 
given graphic detail, well the methods used 
the Dutch gain eventual mastery. 

the meantime, Simon had become involved with 
Mina van Breda, whom found the bush after her 
parents had been killed the Kaffirs. The remainder 
the novel concerned with ecomplex relation- 
ship Simon the two girls, each one anxious 
marry him. You seem experiencing all the joys 
peace and the horrors war you read this ex- 
ceptionally interesting novel, with suspense maintained 
the very end. Not intended for the high school 
college library, adult readers will perhaps consider this 
one the most interesting novels the year. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Davis, Clyde Brion Unholy Uproar 
Lippincott. Sept. 18, 1957. 254p. $3.50. 

The problem good and evil engages Boone McClure, 
the narrator this off-beat, wryly humorous account 
goings-on Montoro Basin. McClure and his boss, 
Big Don, are convinced that there natural cause— 
Mother Lode Evil, they call it—for the over- 
whelming evil that permeates the entire valley and 
takes possession everyone, from its politicians its 
prostitutes, who enters Montoro City. find Boone 
and Big Don the midst crusade rid the place 
whatever this evil thing is. Geiger counters and 
appeals the Ford Foundation are part their dedi- 
cated searching. 

The sudden appearance Pablo Ninguno does not 
clarify matters any extent. Pablo Ninguno bodi- 
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less little Mexican born the great but unconsum- 
mated love his father and mother, and destined 
wander around the world borrowing the bodies real 
people will, untl such time body dies when 
possession it. provides opportunity for 
the narrator discuss the problems good and evil, 
and comes handy because always knows who 
murdered whom and why. Although refuses 
join the crusade (he likes good time too much), 
does figure the somewhat surprising conclusion 
the book. 


Unholy Uproar reads easily and moves fast. Its char- 
acters are colorful, its setting sin inoffensively con- 
vincing. The whole thing fantastic, but the whole 
thing entertaining. Its philosophizing never very 
orthodox, and times its language bit rugged, but 
adults who read for entertainment and are tired the 
romantic clichés today’s fiction will take it. 


Joan Lonergan 


Caldwell, Erskine Certain Women 
Little, Brown. Sept. 26,1957. 249p. $3.75. 

Foregoing any preliminaries and without any reference 
time and place, which are really only incidental, in- 
troductions are immediately order the seven 
women from whose lives incidents are portrayed all 
their stark realism Erskine Caldwell Certain 
Women. 


Only two months had passed since her marriage 
Vance when Anneve returned her parents’ home. 
Questioned her mother, the girl could only confess 
that she had never loved Vance; and never could, since 
mother alone would always her only love. When, 
during the night, her father dies his sleep, having 
threatened put her out his home, Anneve blames 
herself for his death. However, when she notices how 
her mother reacts her tragic loss, Anneve realizes 
that she too can love Vance the way other men and 
women love, and she returns her husband. 


Clementine had been away for year when she re- 
ceived Miss Bessie’s urgent appeal return. Knowing 
what the house Loop Eight stood for, Clementine 
was amazed learn that Miss Bessie had retired and 
got religion, even having promised deed the place 
young Reverend Luther Bisbee. Taking advantage 
every trick the trade, Miss Bessie sees that the 
couple left undisturbed for the evening. When the 
Reverend returns the following morning tells 
Clementine what thinks her for having misled 
him, and allowed him propose, Miss Bessie right- 
eous indignation turns the girl out and makes her own 
overtures the young clergyman. 


Hilda operated secretarial service the Claremore 
Hotel. Twenty-one and pretty, she was determined 
stave off the advances and propositions the pro- 
verbial wolves who flocked the office. But Hilda 
did not reckon with Mayor Palmer who bluntly told 
her wanted her his mistress and once 
allowed his actions speak for him. Hilda 
ran her own office only confronted Mrs. 
Palmer who accused her being the mayor’s paramour. 
Rumor spread like wildfire and Hilda was asked 


Caldwell 


Best 


leave the hotel. her rescue comes Ray 
worth, bellhop and nephew the hotel manager, who 
tells her aware the false accusation and 
poses her. 


Louellen was quite the tomboy and was treated 
such until the development her figure caused the 
boys shy away from her. eighteen she was the 
proverbial wallflower and when fast-talking Cheney 
Shipman came town they became the talk the 
town with their dusk-to-dawn woodland trysts. 
rally Cheney promised marry her, but when 
discovered crook and married leaves town, 
Louellen’s knight without armor turns out her 
former playmate, Marvin Gunnison. 


seventeen Nannette was alone the world and 
destitute for job. Finally she becomes waitress 
roadside diner where the girls are not averse enter 
taining their rooms. One night Joe Rand, owner 
the place forces himself upon Nannette. Caught 
Joe’s wife, Nannette slashed butcher knife and 
horribly disfigured. Jobless and shunned everyone, 
she finds the solution her personal tragedy job 
housekeeper for blind man. 


Selma was schoolteacher, twenty-eight determined 
find husband. Now Miss Gussie Bowers’s 
inghouse the women were not permitted have male 
guests their rooms. When Selma was found with 
Harvey Ingham the gentleman’s bed, Miss Bowers 
blithely accepted Selma’s excuse that rule had been 
broken, especially since she and Harvey were 
married. Come Saturday and the couple sets out for 
their wedding. Finding the marriage license bureau 
closed they spend that night together. When Miss 
Bowers hears their latest goings-on she decides 
take things into her own hands. Under pretext 
tecting him she coaxes Harvey stay her room. 
Naturally Selma loses Harvey. 


One night while her husband working, Vicki visited 
Clint with whom she had lived for time before 
her marriage. Threatening reveal the truth Jef 
Vicki refuses his advances, Clint warns her that 
will return frequently. Jeff comes home shortly after 
Clint’s Now Vicki does not smoke, and 
when Jeff finds cigarette butt the ashtray, Vicki 
believes that her husband will see through her feeble 
explanation. Instead, Jeff turns the conversation 
accident had witnessed the icy road not far from 
their home. Vicki then realizes that the man killed 
was Clint. 


There need emphasize the author’s ability 
create vivid scenes and bring his characters life. 
Neither necessary dwell his realistic handling 
life its brutal worst with all its earthiness and 
beat ramifications. What Certain Women thus 
sembles series soap operas and sob-sister misad- 
ventures heavily larded with sexual undertones and 
trappings. While certainly not recommended 
the impressionable, maturer readers, knowing what 
expect from this author, can probably ward off its 
shocks they feel time-wasting mood. 


Francis Ullrich, Ph.D., 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 
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Kantor, MacKinlay Lobo 
World. Sept. 30,1957. 100p. $2.75. 

This appealing vignette one dogdom’s soft-hearted 
tough guys excellent addition canine literature 
well demonstration the author’s amazing 
his chosen profession. The Kantors first 
met Lobo while writing Andersonville resort territory 
along the Andalusian coast. Fifty pounds canine 
savoir-faire had adapted himself resort hotels and 
restaurants, voraciously devouring everything from ca- 
napés crépes Suzettes and impressing his personality 
everyone from bellhops When 
his affections the Kantors they accepted 
temporary basis, firmly determined leave him 
Spain their departure. But Lobo grew too deeply 
into their hearts that, spite his faults and foibles, 
they adopted him their own until his untimely death. 
This excellent little story affection between man 
and dog, skillfully and beautifully written with artis- 
try phrasing concealing the real labor involved. 
Suitable for adults. 

L.N. 


Thompson, Kate 
Houghton, Mifflin. 368p. $4.00. 


Mandevilla the sequel Kate Thompson’s Great 
House few years back. possible read 
without having read its predecessor, (in fact, that 
precisely what did); but the first few chapters are 
dificult and involved the author attempts weave 
all the events and characters Great House. 
Chapter Three, however, have settled down the 
story hand. family chronicle with its setting 
present day South Africa. The family Miss Thomp- 
son has chosen transplated French Huguenot one 
note and long standing Capetown. The char- 
acters are innumerable, all novels this sort, 
but for our purposes need only mention the Judge, 
the paterfamilias and man distinction; his fair 
and decorative wife; and older son who has fled 
South America after killing hoodlum self defense. 
Through conniving female, the family learns the 
existence Mandevilla, lost member the clan, 
and she brought live with them. Mandevilla 
beautiful and serene and inevitable that the hot- 
headed son the house, his return from South 
America exonerate himself, should fall love with 
her. After many vicissitudes and averted tragedies 
they marry and, presume, live happily ever after. 


All this South Africa! far cry from Alan 


Paton’s Beloved Country any the books that 


seriously with South African problems. But 
Thompson’s attitude perfectly legitimate. her, 
Capetown home and she writes much liter- 
ary belle might have written our own South ante- 
bellum days. The Negroes are present and bit 
problem times, but necessary the gracious living 
the landed aristocracy. After all, they leave the 
ornamental ladies the house free for flower arrang- 
ing and endless trips the dressmaker and all the 
artistic niceties domestic life. Indeed, the book reads 
like copy House and Garden novel form. The 
devotees such magazines will revel the detailed 
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descriptions the interiors the three beautiful 
houses, (drawings included), that the family owns. 
the other hand, the lovers romance will delight 
the dovelike, unworldly Mandevilla and her tender 
love story. This one strictly for the ladies. 


Miriam Quinn, 
Pennsylvania 


Whitman, Rebel Ranger 
Houghton, Mifflin. Sept. 23,1957. 224p. $2.75. 


Here conflict between Southern Gentleman and 
Northern Scoundrel with the Civil War Kentucky 
back drop. Tom Vidal fired from his railroad 
job because was thought Southern sym- 
pathizer, and returns home Emmetstown. Although 
Kentucky was border state, finds most the 
people with pro-Union feelings and when friend 
his tarred and feathered, Tom turns the South. 


Jeff Blazer has figured that can increase his fortune 
better with the Union and offers Vidal money steal 
train and haul guns for the North. Vidal rounds 
gun crew, loads the guns, but steams through Emmets- 
town and carries the guns the South. The feud on! 


Vidal becames Captain troop Cavalry the 
Cumberland Rangers and harries the Union outposts. 
Raiding the railroad his home town, finds chest 
money bound for the Union Forces under the cus- 
tody Blazer, who paymaster the Union Army. 
Time and counter-attack prevent him from carrying 
away, hides and rides off. His men learn 
and plunder belongs those who find it, greed 
and jealousy creep into his troop. 


Regular ranger activity under orders must followed, 
but Vidal leads the troop ever nearer the chest. 
Needless say, Blazer also seeking the money, 
knows was not carried off the raid. The author 
authentic with his Cavalry movements and tells 
gripping tale fast moving action. Rebel Ranger 
light novel based fact that makes pleasant reading 


for all. 
John Cullen, A.B., LL.B., 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 
Heyer, Georgett April Lady 
Putnam. Aug. 254p. $3.75. 


Back thte turn the 19th century, seems, love and 
marriage were seldom seen together. When they did 
co-exist was rather unbelievable, even the parties 
concerned. when wealthy Lord Cardross took the 
young, beautiful, noble but impoverished Lady Helen 
his wife, naturally presumed that she married 
him for his money and she understood that he, feeling 
that had obligation marry, took her the least 
objectionable the available prospects. Each seemed 
rather ashamed that was love first sight for both 
them, and undertook hide the true feelings from 
each other. 


How long this state living could would 
hard say. Fortunately, small tragedy arose bring 
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things head. Nell overstepped her budget, and 
was gently but firmly brought task her husband. 
When bill for another dress arrived the following 
morning’s mail, the panic-stricken wife determined 
settle this account her own. She turned for help 
her gambling brother, Dysart. Because the real reason 
for her lack funds was the fact that she had loaned 
him money, Dysart felt honorbound pay her back. 
designs several wild schemes for obtaining the 
money, including staged holdup, but all When 
Nell notices that the family jewels are missing, she 
naturally asumes that brother took them and neg- 
lects report the loss her husband. 


While all these delightful happenings are holding the 
reader’s rapt attention, another plot being developed. 
Lord Cardross’ half-sister and ward, Lady Letitia, try- 
ing gain his consent for her marriage stuffy civil 
servant with title. Because one (including Letty 
and the reader) can understand how she can really 
love with this proper gentleman, permission re- 
fused. Letty driven desperation, steals the family 
jewels and runs off her loved one beg him take 
her South America with him. the final action- 
packed pages the book, all problems are nicely solved, 
and everyone happy. 


Everyone, that is, except the reader who might wonder 
why has finished the story. The book gives the im- 
pression having been hurriedly written—and one can 
see why the author would not want spend more time 
with it. attempt made developing character; 
the plot not such would hold interest itself. The 
liberal use English slang (whether the period 
not hard say) becomes annoying. all, the 
book harmless unrewarding. 


Joan Lonergan, 

Catholic University America 
Library, 

Washington, 


Hughes, Langston Simple Stakes Claim 
Rinehart. Sept. 16,1957. 191p. $2.50. 

This collection forty-odd pieces done the 
talented Mr. Hughes for the columns the Chicago 
Defender. the person Jesse Semple, better 
known Simple, Langston Hughes deals with all 
aspects the racial problem homey humorous 
manner that artfully adorns his serious intent. 


“The race problem America serious business, admit. 
But must always written about seriously? many 
weighty volumes, cheerless novels, sad tracts, and violent 
books have been written race relations, that would like 
see some writers both races write about our problems 
with black tongue white cheek, vice versa. Sometimes 
Simple helps me.” 


Harlem rent parties, Jim Crow, Puerto Ricans, and the 
atom give Simple occasion make observations 
housing, segregation, and the different treatment ac- 
corded dark foreigner, just long foreign, 
not American. Sometimes the lines are pungent. 
Simple expects survive the atom when finally 
blasts all because: “If Negroes can survive white 
folks Mississippi can survive anything.” There 
honesty the way the author also attacks what mis- 
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guided Negroes sometimes their own. Sometimes 
the book sounds like prolonged gripe against history, 
but all times intensely American. 


Victor Yanitelli, S.J., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Banning, Margaret Culkin The Convert 


Harper. Aug. 21,1957. 310p. $3.95. 

the opening chapter The Convert, the protoganist 
the novel, Mark Worthing, given Saint Chris 
topher medal nervous woman whom has 
luctantly comforted during bumpy plane ride. 
don’t want that junk,” thinks himself, regarding 
the talisman primitive superstition; but actually, 
from that moment, has begun his odyssey from com- 
placent Episcopalianism tortured acceptance the 
Catholic faith. 


The journey long and the problems innumerable, 
The first situation arises when Alan, Mark’s younger 
brother wants marry Catholic. Mark succeeds 
preventing what seems him tragedy but, ironically, 
the course saving his brother, meets with Father 
Kenedy, brilliant and disturbing priest who recognizes 
that Mark himself seeking for something. 
meeting results friendship that leads many dis 
turbing conversations Catholicism, and, ultimately, 
Father Kenedy’s transfer another city 
wise Bishop. But Mark’s search goes on, reluctant but 
compelling. immensely complicated the fact 
that his wife, Olive, divorceé with live first hus 
band and, unfortunately, baptismal certificate. Hence, 
there way that can embrace Catholicity and 
continue enjoy his happy marriage. the end, after 
much conflict and soul-searching, renounces Olive 
and goes under instruction become Catholic. 


you are Catholic who wishes brush your 
Church’s stand the modern dilemma while cuddled 
with “good novel,” this your dish. For surely 
Miss Banning has thrown the book us. She has 
created situations cover all the major problems, birth 
control, divorce, mixed marriage, prejudice, even the 
Church South America. The trouble with them 
that they are dragged and contrived the author, 
and never seem stem from the actions and personali- 
ties the characters, situations first-rate novels. 
sort religious soap opera and many will enjoy 
such. Catholics has the appeal familiarity, 
well several acute observations the mores 
their fellow religionists. Protestants, although cannot 
imagine their being persuaded it, may enlightened 
with this. Perhaps Miss Banning has achieved her goal. 


Miriam Quinn 


Taber, Gladys Mrs. Daffodil 


Lippincott. Sept. 18,1957. 284p. $3.95. 


This story concerns happenings more neurotic and 
world-shaking than the title Mrs. Daffodil implies. The 
plot consists nothing more than the succession 
events which fluster the life motherly writer 
woman’s newspaper column called “Butternut Wis 
dom.” Mrs. Daffodil once described herself 
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any woman with home and family and dogs and 
garden. So, put down what feel, others feel the 
same way.” Mrs. Taber puts down the little things 
the life Mrs. Daffodil and her widowed friend, Kay, 
who lives with her New England farm with 
assortment dogs and collection cats. life 
should become dull the farm, Mrs. Daffodil can 
certain that one her many devoted fans would 
likely drop by, for they visit her all hours and 
various stages hunger. 
Anyone who had read Mrs. Taber’s 
Series” will also enjoy reading this novel, which they 
will innocuous but quite agreeable. 

Hilda Meyer, Librarian, 

Seton Hall University, 

South Orange, New Jersey 


Bentley, John The Faster They 
What with our high-powered cars, superhighways and 
expressways, how often that impish speed demon tries 
egg coax just few more miles the old 
jalopy. But for the safest thrills racing, with motors 
whirring and tires screeching, sit back and relax with 
this fast-paced novel man who stranger 
the racing and sports car field. Add touch ro- 
mance, sprinkle with bit rivalry and trace 
international intrigue, and you have top-notch story 
guaranteed for action-enthusiast satisfaction. 
Only man who has lived with racing cars could make 
his words pulsate with such thrilling action. Sport 
pages give only feeble accounts the torturous grind 
the Mans race. Here created all its daring 
driving and suspense man who has competed 
rarity among current novels, The Faster They 
also remarkably devoid any jarring notes. isn’t 
novel, but good one and has some 
pleasure laden moments for the adult reader. 

Francis Ullrich, Ph.D., 

Manhattan College, 

New York 71, New York 


Burton, Katherine The Golden Door 
Kenedy. 329p. $3.75. 

Christopher Morley, speaking Philadelphia, said 
isa “large town the confluence the Biddle and 
Drexel families.” The Drexel name one distinc- 
tion, wealth and social position. the Drexel home, 
however, there were also piety and the practice 
solid Catholic faith. Katherine Drexel, heir part 
the Drexel fortune, devoted her life the underprivi- 
leged Indian and Negro peoples, expending her wealth 
provide them schools and even well-established 
University, (Xavier, New Orleans), and the 
foundation congregation religious women de- 
voted the education and welfare Negro and 
Indian. 

Through the pages Miss Burton’s 
walk the famous this century and the last 
half the nineteenth century. Katherine Drexel made 
many friends and, inevitably, made some enemies. 
Abuse and even dynamite bombs were not unknown 
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her, “We want end services here. will 
not stand while white priests consort with nigger 
wenches the face our families. Suppress one 
week flogging and tar and feathers will follow,” this 
the parish door the community Mother Drexel 
had founded Beaumont, Texas. Cardinal Merry del 
Val, the time her rule was confirmed, remarked, 
have heard Americans say this work Mother 
Drexel’s accomplishments the time her death gives 
the lie such pessimistic Americans. Among her 
achievements were the foundation three houses 
social service, mission center, many rural schools, 
twelve high schools, forty-eight elementary schools and 
the above-mentioned Xavier University. 

Katherine Burton tells this story with care and detail; 
perhaps, too much detail. greater concentration 
important events with glimpse into the why’s and 
wherefore’s might have brought into better contact 
with the people meet this account. But, The 
Golden Door not one the great biographies our 
time, surely recounts what one the great lives, 
and for that reason worthy being recommended 
all readers. 

Eugene Linehan, 
Captico, Maryland 


Bridge the Sun 
Sept. 1957. 260p. 


Terasaki, Gwen 
University North Carolina Press. 
$3.50. 


Gwen Terasaki the American wife the late Hide- 
nari Terasaki, the Japanese Foreign Office. She mar- 
ried him 1931 Washington, and Bridge the Sun 
the story their experiences together the Japanese 
embassies Shanghai, Cuba and Washington; then 
wartime Japan and, finally, under the American occu- 
pation that country. 

Hidenari Terasaki was pro-American and ardent 
advocate peaceful relations between Japan and 
America. the time Pearl Harbor, was sta- 
tioned the Japanese Embassy Washington, work- 
ing twenty hours day avert the tragedy Decem- 
ber 7th. When happened, and his wife were 
interned Hot Springs and White Sulphur Springs 
and eventually made their way back Japan the 
Gripsholm. There they remained for the duration 
the war, suffering from hunger and cold well all 
the intagible miseries living country going down 
defeat. 

When the war ended, Premier Yoshida appointed Tera- 
saki liaison officer between the Emperor and General 
MacArthur. this position brought dedicated 
spirit. had hated the war and had had part 
it; but now his work could constructive and aimed 
toward the Bridge the Sun, the “rainbow over the 
Pacific” which symbolized him the eventual cement- 
ing American-Japanese friendship. Although suf- 
fered from severe hypertension, which had hospitalized 
him several times during the war, devoted all his 
energies this cause and probably shortened his life 
doing so. died while his wife was America see- 
ing the education their daughter. 

Bridge the Sun comes with testimonials from 
such authorities Asian affairs Elizabeth Gray 
Vining, Pearl Buck and former Ambassador Grew. 
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fine story itself and Mrs. Terasaki did well 
write this account her unique experience. Just 
her husband did much interpret America Em- 
peror Hirohito, has she contributed America’s 
appreciation the Japanese people and their virtues. 
She loves and admires the Japanese and indeed felt 
bitterness toward them any time; nor did they to- 
ward her. her mind, not the nation, but only the 
war party, Tojo’s government, was guilty. Most Ameri- 
cans, think, have come agree with her will, after 
they have read her story. The style may bit 
pedestrian and anticlimactic but the material fasci- 
nating and the picture she paints Hidenari Terasaki 
fine one. 

Miriam Quinn, 

Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 


Miller, David Humphreys Custer’s Fall 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. Sept. 16,1957. 271p. $4.50. 
Miller’s book convincing account Custer’s famous 
battle with the Cheyenne and Sioux Indians Little 
Big Horn River 1876, told Indian participants. 
Custer painted vain, headstrong, politically ambi- 
tious man. contender for the presidential nomina- 
tion the Democratic Party, needed some outstand- 
ing feat build his candidacy. The Indians pro- 
vided it. 

The Indians, under Sitting Bull, wanted peace. But 
the morning June 25th, Custer began unprovoked 
battle. The first attack part Custer’s forces, com- 


manded Major Marcus Reno, caught the Indians 


surprise. Rallying, they drove the soldiers back with 
heavy losses when expected support from Custer’s main 
group failed materialize. 


Custer had ridden with his forces attack the almost 
deserted Indian camp site from behind. Here, few 
defenders held the soldiers off until Indian reinforce- 
ments arrived. While crossing the Little Big Horn, 
Custer toppled from his horse mortally wounded. His 
dismayed troopers fell back make stand against 
Indian counterattack. The 215 members Custer’s 
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force was wiped out man half hour after Custer 
was killed. The Indians lost warriors. 


The next five years were difficult ones for Sitting 
and his Indians since the government sent troops 
retaliate. Fourteen years after Little Big Horn, Sitting 
Bull was murdered the instigation vindictive 
government agent. 
this time the legend Custer’s heroics had been 
accepted fact. This, despite the fact that President 
Grant had pictured Custer’s act “an unnecessary 
gratifying then see the Indians’ story written and 
the inflated Custer myth punctured. 
complete worthwhile book there appendix 
source material. Included here valuable Indian 
history and culture. The book is, however, marred 
the inclusion single blasphemous expression. 

Dean Corcoran, O.F.M. Cap, 

St. Lawrence Seminary, 

Mount Calvary, Wisconsin 

Jens The Last Cannibals 
Translated from the Danish Estrid Bannister. Morrow. 
Sept. 192p. $4.50. 
This the account young Danish explorer’s expedi- 
tions aborigine reserve the sandy plains 
central Australia, and among several cannibal tribes 
New Guinea. Among the latter are fierce warlike 


tribe, the Kukukukus, and the more civilized Kumans 
and the Morombo. 


Following the customary pattern travel books, Mr. 
Bjerre describes the various mores and customs these 
different primitive peoples, their beliefs 
tions, their home life and nomadic wanderings. Much 
emphasis, however, placed upon their secret rites and 
ceremonies, with the sexual and marital aspects being 
given the most prominent attention. Some the initia- 
tion practices for the youths the tribes are described 
thoroughly all their brutality and gruesome blood- 
spilling. Accompanied some equally realistic 
graphs, much this material certainly not 
mended for the easily disturbed squeamish. 
Regardless whatever scientific and anthropological 
claims may made for The Last Cannibals, 
book which finds this reviewer almost utterly unim- 
pressed. Recollection some travel films calls mind 
that Mr. account reads very much like the 
narrative accompanying such travelogues. Perhaps 
became just mite too enthusiastic about these new- 
found friends, otherwise the author’s comparative com- 
ments their civilization with ours, especially his 
marks about the efforts missionaries these regions, 
would have been more judiciously tempered. Out 
sheer curiosity, two questions are proposed. How 
count for the absence copyright year? Secondly, 
why the year omitted from the author’s foreword, 
although the place, Copenhagen, given? one man’s 
opinion, the whole business adds just one big 
question mark, Mindful these personal reactions, 
the adult reader left find his own excuses for 
spending his inflated dollars The Last Cannibals. 


Francis Ullrich, Ph.D., 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 
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Geld, Ellen Bromfield Strangers the Valley 
Dodd, Mead. Aug. 12,1957. 229p. $4.00. 
Mrs. Geld’s book subtitled The Story Malabar 
Brazil. This fact teamed with her maiden name 
tells once who she is: the daughter the late Louis 
Bromfield whose Malabar Farm near Mansfield, Ohio, 
was kind Mecca for agriculturists. was 
accident that the daughter should have grown with 
for the land and all that grows and feeds 
from it, accident that she should have come study 
the New York State College Agricul- 
ture here Cornell University, and probably acci- 
dent either that she should have married Carson Geld, 
fellow student who shared her enthusiasms for 
things. 
When the Gelds met Carlito Aranha, visit 
Malabar Ohio, their imaginations were fired what 
had say about Brazil. Full youthful daring, 
they set off for this terra incognita, complete with young 
baby, dog, rocking-horse, and other 
phernalia. Bromfield and Aranha, with several other 
interested people, invested substantially the vast 
valley through which flows the Atibaia River, and here 
the Gelds became the managers Malabar Brazil, 
experiment the art—for there other 
word for it—of farming. 
How they, with the help Brazilians, Italians, and 
many other people varying nationalities, brought 
from the swampy, weed-grown, insect-ridden land the 
thriving farm which today’s Brazilian Malabar the 
Mrs. Geld has tell. She writes warmly and 
lovingly the people—the people who worked the 
land and those who came visit, including her father, 
who pronounced himself well pleased. page 
full anecdote and incident. There were heartbreaks, 
might expected, but here this household filled 
with love even the heartbreaks were apparently tem- 
pered with good humor. 
Out the book emerges powerful love for the land, 
which communicates itself the reader. One can feel 
and understand the huge delights and satisfactions 
producing giant tomatoes, giant dahlias, vast acres 
golden rice where once there was nothing—or, rather, 
something far worse than nothing. Mrs. Geld man- 
ages, reaching into the soil and fingering lovingly, 
reach into the heart what matters, the basic, ele- 
mental wonders our lives. the simplicity life 
Malabar Farm, all the good things come through— 
the good things not only the land itself but people, 
The author has not inherited all her father’s gift for 
words, certainly; her metaphors are inclined 
and her writing sometimes labored. But 
hardly matters; she has produced cheerful, intelli- 
gent, optimistic book whose riches not have 
literary order appreciated. 

Anita Monsees, 

Ithaca, New York 


N.A.1, Looking North 


Stewart, George 
Houghton, Mifflin. Sept. 19,1957. 176p. $4.50. 


Stewart, George N.A.1, Looking Suth 
Mifflin. Sept. 19, 1957. 230p. $5.50. (Set: 
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Mr. Stewart, whose fictionalized biographhy Storm 
remains minor masterpiece closely followed 
similar book Fire, found new formula that pleased 
him U.S.40 published year two back. Now, 
although there actually such name for the road 
North American Highway No. has taken the 
highway along the Western edge Canada from Circle 
Alaska Vancouver for the first volume this set, 
and the Highway through Mexico and Central America, 
from Paso the Rio Grande little beyond San 
José Costa Rica for his second volume. There are 
large number photographs taken along the way 
both areas, and they suffer little from exactly that 
point view: they were taken along the way, from 
the road. This, course, gives the chairbound reader 
some idea what would see were driving the 
road north south, but the views are not always flat- 
tering the countryside, any more than views from 
train windows give adequate idea the city 
countryside through which the rails pass. The text 
simply running description continuous trip 
the northern route and the southern route. The roads 
through the United States from northern southern 
borders are not covered either book. Presumably 
the citizen can choose his own route between 
borders. The two books will interest auto tourists and 
will valuable libraries. 


Pullen, John The Twentieth Maine 
Lippincott. Sept. 338p. $5.00. 

This narrative begins August 1862 Portland, 
Maine, where Colonel Adelbert Ames, fourteen months 
out West Point, year from the first Battle Bull 
Run, arrived take over the volunteer regiment 
known the 20th Maine Volunteers. Following the 
ebb and flow Union defeat and victory, this body 
peaceable, undisciplined civilians molded the 
cauldron fiery war into efficient fighting unit and, 
when they finally pass review with the “Grand 
Army” May 23, 1865, their flags 
streamers inscribed with such names Antietam, 
Fredericksburg, Gettysburg, Five Forks, Appomattox. 


This reviewer has often climbed Little Round Top, the 
left anchor the Union Army Gettysburg, and 
frankly could not understand what stalled the Con- 
federate capture the vital knob when Longstreet un- 
leashed the assault the afternoon the second day. 
Now knows. this volume has climax, the 
description the 20th Maine’s part the crucial de- 
fense Little Round Top, during which the skill and 
bravery the men under Joshua Chamberlain made 
the difference between victory and defeat. you be- 
lieve the theory that Gettysburg was the decisive battle 
the Civil War, you may have admit that the 20th 
Maine’s was the decisive sector that battle. 

greater mark distinction could have been paid 
these soldiers wearing the blue than that they were 
among the regiments chosen receive the formal sur- 
render Lee’s Army. And when the last remnants 
the “gray army” marched with Gen. John Gor- 
don, “riding disconsolately with bowed head,” through 
thier ranks, the Mainemen’s Chamberlain ordered 
salute arms because, said, “before proud 
humiliation stand the embodiment manhood.” 
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The Twentieth Maine well worth reading. Mr. Pul- 
len top-flight historian and good story-teller. 
may well have started series regimental histories 


Civil War troops. 
Berkeley Kines, S.J. 


Davis, Burke Jeb Stuart: The Last Cavalier 
Rinehart. Sept. 16,1957. 462p. $6.00. 


Author The Gray Fox (Robert Lee) and They 
Called Him Stonewall (Jackson), Mr. Davis turns 
another colorful character the Confederacy, James 
Ewell Brown Stuart who was born February 1833 
and died May 12, 1864. Like Lee, Stuart was 
graduate West Point, class 1854, but was, when 
war came, Virginian before all else. Mr. Davis, 
are told, for the first time twenty years brings “all 
the color and flavor historical reporting the enig- 
matic hero the Civil War, Jeb Stuart.” Obviously 
this fine advertising copy; but find his work diffi- 
cult evaluate because the history seems submerged 
the reporting. 


Certainly, the book fascinating production. there 
was ever any doubt that Stuart’s career was colorful, 
right his death Yellow Tavern leading futile 
but heroic charge against Phil Sheridan, this work 
Mr. Davis will dispel that misgiving. But for some 
reason the Civil War all its horror and consequences, 
seems quite secondary. Stuart these pages 
seems much more occupied with wearing plumes and 
sashes, and with kissing “young and pretty ladies,” 
while whatever free time remained appears devote 
getting ready for minstrel show. There is, think, 
much too much trivia scattered through the pages, too 
many unconnected anecdotes, too many unrelated and 
irrelevant events are described. Maybe this reporting 
its best, but can scarcely grace with the title 
“definitive biography.” the Jackson and Lee 
biographies the same author, there too much striv- 
ing leave the reader with the impression that the 
Confederate Civil War leaders were, after all, very 
human. That, seems me, really pounding the 
obvious. the other hand, far the general 
reader concerned, Mr. Davis takes too much for 
granted. The maps within the volume are useful, but 
might have devoted more space explanation 
both the strategical and tactical raison d’etre for some 
Stuart’s spectacular accomplishments. Also, the 
handling Stuart’s failure “the eyes and ears” 
Lee during the Gettysburg campaign extremely 
weak. granting Lee’s blunder issuing vague 
orders, there appears excuse for Stuart’s substituting 
the capture few wagon trains instead keeping 
constant contact with the Confederate advance. 
word, this volume lopsided. 


But with this said, the volume has much offer. The 
narrative the ride around McClellan’s army the 
Peninsular Campaign 1862, which gave Lee the in- 
formation that the Union left wing was “hanging 
the air” and which brought Jackson from the Valley 
hurl back the blue legions; the brilliantly con- 
ceived and executed raid Chambersburg (Penna.) 
October 12, 1862, when the calibre Stuart’s 
leadership was put the test; the masterly shielding 
Lee’s retreat after Gettysburg; and, finally, the 


Best 


desperate but hopeless task blocking Sheridan’s ad. 
vance after Spottsylvania Courthouse toward Rich. 
mond, are all well done. Mr. Davis reporter and 
has handled these episodes manner that not 
merely readable but inspiring. Further, Stuart the 
family man inconsolable upon the death his baby 
daughter, Stuart the intrepid leader both victory and 
defeat, Stuart the beloved his staff and his men, 
Stuart the noble embodiment all the ideals the Gray 
Host believed they were fighting for, Stuart death 
valiant beyond mere heroism, these etchings are splen- 
did. The Last Cavalier worth knowing. 


Berkeley, Kines, S.]., 
Professor History, 

St. Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Chessman, Caryl The Face Justice 
Prentice-Hall. 271p. $3.95. 

reviewing Chessman’s first book, Cell 2455 Death 
Row, this reviewer said that Chessman presented 
classic picture the psychopath and that, despite his 
protestations the effect that was writing the book 
warning others, that was really writing 
win sympahy and new writing this book, 
the third since his confinement, Chessman again pre- 
senting cause, viz., that capital punishment abol- 
ished and that all men receive equal justice under 
the law. 

difficult evaluate man’s motives any time, 
but particularly when the man under sentence 
death. one analyzes what Chessman has written 
without reference motivations, striking conclusions 
can drawn. This volume the story the court 
battles which Chessman has fought his nine-year 
struggle stay alive despite sentence death. 
almost incredible fight which has found its way 
through every intermediate court the Supreme 
Court the United States. The suspense living for 
nine years death cell vividly portrayed, the 
ordeal court actions, hearings, petitions. 


one with feeling can read the imminent death 
execution fellow human being without being 
moved emotionally. Nevertheless, neither this book 
nor the first one evoked this reader any feelings for 
Chessman. writes arrogantly, egotistically, 
The whole tenor the book calculated 
show what important, clever, intelligent, etcetera 
etcetera fellow Chessman is. Everyone connected with 
him also described superlatives—he has the best 
lawyer, the best defense, the best this and best that. 
Even his enemies are described expansive terms 
none are more cruel, brutal, cunning, infinitum. 


Chessman seems get great satisfactions from rehash- 
ing the headlines about himself, all which describe 
him tops the field crime. His purported reason 
refute these allegations, but appears savor 
their taste and constantly dishing them out. 


Throughout this book, Chessman informs the reader 
his fourth literary production which published 
when succeeds getting the manuscript back from 
the warden San Quentin. This reviewer cannot 
think any work which will find him less enthused. 
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For this reviewer Chessman remains articulate ego- 
who has found smart publisher and gullible 


reading public. 
John Baldi, 
Chairman, Department Social 
Sciences, 
University Scranton 


Payne, Robert 
The Three Worlds Albert Schweitzer 
Nelson. Aug. 31,1957. 252p. $3.50. 


Throughout history saints have usually gone about their 
business with very little attendant publicity. This has 
been due, doubt, the difficulty contemporaries 
deciding who and who isn’t. But also because 
the world, generally, cares little for men the spirit 
unless they are doing something terribly practical and 
non-sectarian. 

Nobel Prizewinner Albert Schweitzer, the hoary patri- 
arch Lambaréné, French Equatorial Africa, prob- 
ably the Protestant world’s most famous religious per- 
sonage. not only decidedly good man, but 
immensely practical and non-sectarian. While Dr. 
Schweitzer bitter critic modern civilization and 
much that stands for, the kind prophet the 
world doesn’t mind living with. The results his 
labors among the suffering Africa are visible. 
accomplished musician and intellectual, receives 
adulation entirely apart from his role religious leader. 
liberal theologian, asks hard beliefs, only the 
humanitarian generosity that may easily watered 
down into service-club do-goodism. While has dedi- 
cated his own life Christian self-sacrifice, thinks 
Jesus not God but “the one immeasurably great 
man,” and hopes for the advent philosophy better 
equipped than Christianity convert the world. The 
great trouble with Dr. Schweitzer that, world 
wracked the moral and physical evils knows 
well, accepted, and not controversial, per- 
sonality. 

Mr. Payne, the English-born globetrotter who adds this 
Schweitzer biography previous works General 
Marshall, Mao Tse-Tung and others, frankly ad- 
mirer the hero Alsace, but does not touch 
the portrait. The minor flaws—pride, certain im- 
patience with the faults others—are detailed well 
the great virtues: profound dedication, honesty, 
charity. rather personality study and evaluation 
rather than full-scale biography, although the chrono- 
logical facts (and index proper names) are there. 
The author has tackled the job with gusto, although 
involves him the intricacies Schweitzer’s three 
worlds, music, theology, and medicine, and scorned 
for essay style that informative and 
direct. The result enlightening, and all the casual 
layman likely want know about the enigmatic 
doctor, now and still Africa. 


The most remarkable thing about this remarkable man 
his boundless logic, his astounding good sense 
world that has largely rejected it; his realization that 
God-given talents had return God through 
dedication humanity; his dogged return medical 
studies relatively advanced age; his setting out for 
the unknowns Africa when past 40, abandoning the 
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rewards the world with scarcely thought; his re- 
lentless conquest the jungle, looming always before 
him, gross, stupid, cruel. 

the man Schweitzer who inspires the awe reserved 
for the great missionaries; the intellectual Schweitzer, 
who believes the ultimate triumph reason, whose 
devotion life extends every leaf, every insect, every 
animal, who has strong distrust organized religion— 
with this man can only disagree. But here least 
unique and noble man who went into the jungle 
and came out, not rich, but holding aloft, like Cyrano, 


his white plume. 
James Arnold, 
Department Journalism, 
Creighton University, 
Omaha, Nebraska 


Smith, Elinor Goulding 
The Complete Book Absolutely Perfect 


Baby and Child Care 
Harcourt, Brace. Sept. 26,1957. 124p. $2.75. 


the whole, this very funny book. deals lightly 
with the problems that life and the psychologists have 
made heavy. Mrs. Smith the Children-are- 
Monsters-and-Hard-as-Nails school thought, not the 
currently fashionable Children-are-Tender-Plants-and- 
Must-be-NurturedGently. other words, she sane 
woman who knows children first hand—and that 
the way know that they are Monsters, however lov- 
able. 
The guide really complete, treating with appropriate 
levity such subjects Heredity and Environment, 
Health Habits, Sibling Rivalry, Social Integration, say 
nothing Table Manners, dissertation ketchup), 
and the question pets. Like her fellow authorities 
Child Care, Mrs. Smith has formulated Rules. like 
her first and most important one: Lie. Lie about your 
baby’s habits, your children’s abilities, their helpfulness, 
their willingness, and then start taking the bows. She 
knows mothers all right. That exactly what they 
have done through the ages. also like her Smith Law 
Reciprocal Stupidity the Parent-Child Interrela- 
tionship, dealing with the decline the Intelligence 
Quotient parents. 
could on. very quotable book and one which 
keeps you nodding your head gleeful recognition 
guffawing the thought how would bring discom- 
fort some stray psychologist who happened upon it. 
Any mother who wouldn’t enjoy has lost her sense 
humor and deserves spend her leisure hours 
worrying over Gesell and Spock. 

Miriam Quinn 


Payne, Robert 
The Terrorists: The Story the Forerunners 
Stalin 
Funk Wagnall. Sept. 25,1957. $5.00. 
Back the "Twenties cartoons pictured bolsheviks 
cloaked, daggered and disguised bomb-throwers. The 
origin such representations may well hark back 
these whom Robert Payne calls “the forerunners 
Stalin.” Disguised they sometimes were and most often 
armed. They chose bombs the terror weapons be- 
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214 Montagu 
cause bombs were most efficient. But they did not kill 
for killing’s sake. These university-educated idealists 
dedicated themselves the task assassination 
high places the only effective means voice the cry 
suffering people. 


The Terrorists Robert Payne tells the history four 
such dedicated assassins, although Sergey Nechayev 
talked and threatened more than had opportunity 
act. However, was Nechayev who, the latter 
half the nineteenth century, fired the idealistic imagi- 
nations the Russian university students band to- 
gether secret societies for the destruction existing 
society. himself shot only his 
Ivanov, for “treason” against the secret organization. 
Yet his manifestoes and his ability inspire others put 
such fear into Russia’s rulers that, once caught for the 
murder Ivanov, was left rot the Alexis 
Ravelin, Russia’s maximum-security prison. 


The other three terrorists described Payne, Andrey 
Zhelyabov, the son peasant, Yegor Sazonov, son 
lumber merchant, and Ivan Kaliayev from Polish 
landowning family are cross section the student 
plotters that time terror. Zhelyabov, arrested be- 
fore the fact, had already arranged the murder Alex- 
ander and took place planned. Sazonov dis- 
posed Count Von Plehve, Russia’s Minister the 
Interior; and Kaliayev’s poetic soul, dissuaded once 
the presence women and children, quietly exulted 
when his accurate aim blew the Grand Duke Sergius 
bits. Their stories have strange fascination. These 
students were not given empty words. They pro- 
scribed the mighty and carried out these sentences 
open the eyes autocracy. Each eventually followed 
his victim violent death but without regret, with- 
out hesitation. Sazonov even committed suicide his 
Siberian exile further protest the injustices inflicted 
the name justice that wasteland. 


Other terrorists cross and recross the paths these 
four. Some even boasted noble blood, but their hearts 
were set against autocracy and absolutism. They did 
resort terror, yet itself this did not make them 
precursors the Bolsheviks. The Communists took 
pains liquidate the remnants the group after the 
October Revolution 1917, because the 
pleaded for democracy. Communists wanted power, 
and democracy was merely slogan used. Com- 
munist terror became instrument intimidation 
and wholesale liquidation. 
The Terrorists paints graphic picture the protag- 
onists some Dostoievsky’s most powerful novels. 
Students Russian history will read with profit 
know the seething discontent nineteenth century 
Russia. However, the details dedicated murder are 
not for those with weak stomachs. 

Institute Russian Studies, 

Walter Jaskievicz, 

Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


Montagu, Ashley Man: His First Million Years 
World. Aug. 26,1957. 247p. $3.75. 

This book, with its attractive title, offered 
primer anthropology, physical and cultural,” thereby 
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proposing for itself difficult role, because the 
tent the subject matter. general, must 
that the author achieves his goal satisfactorily. 
Ashley Montagu perhaps best known for his 
pation the preparation the Statement 
and very large number anthropological papers. 
preoccupation his shows very strongly the 
current book. This preoccupation with equality 
among people, with the substitution “ethnic 
for “races,” and emphasis the effect environment, 
(physical and social), and emphasis cooperation 
rather than competition, (cf. especially 189). One 
may here suspect that certain value judgments enter 
into the picture. 

always problem this reviewer, how much tech- 
nical criticism include review for the general 
reading public. Consequently, shall try keep 
criticisms minimum, with the qaulifying remark 
that have more criticisms than disclose here, these 
being rather technical nature. 

think that the course human physical evolution 
would much easier understand, one depicted 
the three great trends, which made the human body 
different from that any other primate. These three 
great trends were: (1) the reduction the teeth and 
jaws; (2) the assumption erect posture; and (3) the 
expansion the brain. 

Again, insisting only the most important difficulties 
that have with the text, object the statement (p. 
199) that the immortality merely “wishful 
thinking.” general, consider the treatment 
gion less than satisfactory, but this characteristic 
most American textbooks anthropology. main- 
tain that only one who really has religion can 
stand religion general, once the student can di- 
vorced from the ethnocentric view his own religion. 


The author accepts the concept magic 
rate magic and religion, dealing with superhumanism. 
Finally, laying aside purely technical objections, return 
first proposition: the author has done satis 
factory job making primer anthropology. 

Franklin Ewing, 

Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


McAvoy, Thomas 
The Great Crisis American Catholic 
History 1895-1900 
Regnery. Sept. 16,1957. 391p. $6.00. 
The Apostolic Letter Pope Leo XIII (Testem Bene- 
volentiae, Jan. 22, 1899) addressed James Cardinal 
Gibbons, Archbishop Baltimore, put end 
controversy which had vexed the Church the United 
States the last decade the nineteenth century. 
The issue arose over the question whether the Cath- 
olic Church this country might not win more ready 
acceptance and fit more precisely into the pattern 
American life certain concessions were made allow 
ing the individual Catholic more freedom thought 
and action. The exact nature and extent the free- 
doms desired were not made clear but those who were 
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opposed any relaxation the ancient discipline 
the Church charged the Americanists, they were 
called, with such contrarious opinions the following: 


Catholic dogmas likely misunderstood the 
Protestant brethren might passed over or, least, 
not insisted upon. 

The so-called passive virtues (patient bearing 
wrongs and the like) are less admirable than the active 
ones, and are fact somewhat repugnant the force- 
ful American. 

The vows taken Religious are not necessary for 
perfection and needlessly restrain human liberty. 

The State has the right educate the young: paro- 
chial schools, therefore, besides being intolerable ex- 
pense, usurp function the State. 


This was Americanism represented its enemies. 
Archbishop John Ireland St. Paul, who was foremost 
among the liberals, denied the errors attributed his 
party. expressed the view that “fanatics conjured 
Americanism—and put such before the Pope.” 
The Pope’s condemnation when came accused 
one heresy schism. praised political Ameri- 
canism but repudiated applying the state the 
Catholic Church America. 


Father Thomas McAvoy, C.S.C., head the history 
department the University Notre Dame, takes 
close look this period this new volume. The 
author has used source material, letters and documents, 
not hitherto available; has, moreover, interviewed 
persons both here and abroad who were very close 
the events and whose memory them remains clear. 


not immediately apparent that the furor over 
“Americanism” was “great” crisis American Cath- 
The average Catholic that time was 
unaware any controversy and went about his affairs, 
and secular, was accustomed do. Most 
the bishops and priests the United States took 
part the dispute and confined their interest read- 
ing about the Catholic press. None the less the 
author feels that the story needs told today “to 
explain how something called ‘Americanism’ could 
condemned.” the same time believes that “from 
the story the controversy much can learned about 
the later developments the Catholic Church the 
United States, and about its present problems, and 
some neglected solutions them which could ap- 
plied today.” 

This work should have particular interest for the 
clerical reader who isn’t often treated the spectacle 
prelatial war. Moreover, can from the informa- 
tion gathered and ably presented Father Mc- 
Avoy, make his own appraisal Americanism the 
light what the Church the United States has be- 


come. 
Rev. James McDonough, 
St. John College, 
Cleveland 14, Ohio 


Werstein, Irving July, 1863 


Messner. Sept. 252p. $3.95. 
the third spring the Civil War, Congress passed 
National Conscription Act, which was signed 
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President Lincoln March 1863. The Act made 
provision for the enrollment males between eighteen 
and forty-five years age for military service. The 
Draft Law, was called, constituted definite de- 
parture from our historic military tradition. The Fed- 
eral Government had previously relied the Regular 
Army and Volunteers fill military quotas. Now, 
men were subject being compelled fight 
Union. 

The public reaction the Act was bitter. Newspapers 
condemned it. railed the President. 
Street demonstrations and parades were common occur- 
rences. The public was stirred agitators who labelled 
the war “rich man’s war and poor man’s fight.” 
New York City went rampage July 11, 1863. 
Enrollment offices were destroyed and the thug element 
got completely out hand. Drunken mobs blocked 
off street entrances and took out their hatred against 
the draft beating negroes death and looting the 
homes the wealthy. negro orphanage Fifth 
Avenue, between 45th and 46th Streets was burned 
the ground; Brooks Brothers, fashionable clothiers, 
located downtown Catherine Street, was stormed 
the night July 14. 

Police Superintendent John Kennedy was trampled 
the streets and the heroic stand the New York police 
force against superior numbers reminds one Napoleon 
Arcola. The Volunteer Fire Department was dis- 
grace the city. Some companies participated the 
mob action, while others refused turn out fight 
fires. This action speeded the adoption paid force 
1865. 

Governor Horatio Seymour called out militia protect 
lives and property New York City. Mayor George 
Opdyke desperation, telegraphed Edward Stanton 
for federal troops patrol the streets. Eleven Union 
regiments, including New York’s own 69th Regiment, 
New York State Militia, “the Fighting Irish,” came 
home with their blood stained flags. The soldiers hated 
the rioters because they had burned the home 
Colonel Nugent. The 69th was made even angrier 
the heavy representation New York Irish the riots. 
Friday, July 17, huge crowd assembled front 
brick house the corner Madison Avenue and 
36th Street. was quiet, orderly crowd first; 
some wore bandages, others limped with noticeable pain. 
2:00 p.m., Archbishop John Hughes spoke the 
crowd. told the listeners their obligations their 
government and expressed great displeasure with the 
actions the Irish Catholics. Then John Hughes 
blessed the crowd. The draft riots were over. 


Irving Werstein has written superb book. His narra- 
tive moves like freshet, and has made long 
overdue contribution domestic phase the Civil 
War Period. While certain sentences are not for grade 
early high school children, the book whole 
above average and most readable. map lower 
Manhattan circa 1863 would help the reader consider- 
ably and might well have been supplied. Mr. Werstein 
lives New York; but does the reader Duluth know 
the Chelsea district, the Bleecker Street and Spring 


Street areas? 
Frank Brown, 
Chairman, History Department, 
University Scranton 
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Gaer, Joseph and Rabbi Alfred Wolf 
Our Jewish Heritage 


Holt. 242p. $3.95. 


Prolific author books subject matter ranging from 
religion politics meteorology Joseph Gaer has col- 
laborated with former Southern but now Los Angeles 
Rabbi Wolf produce excellent explanatory ac- 
count the history, the nature and the life the 
Jew. begins defining Judaism religion 
intertwined with the history people, way life, 
complex attitudes and ideals.” Elaborating slightly 
these aspects also includes brief consideration 
the Scriptures (Torah, Prophets and Sacred Writ- 
ings) and the Talmud upon which the Jewish religion 
based. defines Orthodox, Conservative, Reform 
and Reconstructionist movements. general, all the 
material presented basic and nothing controversial 
included. 


the second section are considered the daily prayers— 
their purpose, the way which they grew, the Prayer- 
book and how Jews pray. The third section devoted 
Jewish holidays, their meaning and observance. Next 
comes description religious practices the life- 
time the individual—Circumcision, Bar Mitzvah, 
Confirmation, Marriage, Death and Burial Customs. 
There are sections ritual objects, precepts, proverbs 
and folk beliefs and finally excerpts from daily and 
holiday prayers. There bibliography Jewish 
books; footnote references are frequent and there 
index. 


This introductory book, describing only the basic 
nature Judaism. neither compared nor con- 
trasted with any other religion nor proselytic 
any way. succinctly and reverently done and 
seems suitable for any adult reader. 

L.N. 


Dean, Sidney Cooking American 
Hill Wang. Sept. 421p. $3.95. 

Almost any cook-book bound get buyers enough 
make comparable best-seller; but this one 
seems deserve special mention. the work 
amateur the art cookery, man who has enthusi- 
astically cooked food because liked eat and 
who collected recipes from all over the United States, 
sorting and selecting and, presume, choosing those 
had proved trying. Some eight hundred recipes 
are nicely catalogued according the basic foods: 
meats, vegetables, soups, fish, shellfish, sauces for meats 
and fish, poultry, salads, cheeses, breads, desserts, pre- 
servesserves, with special chapters outdoor cookery, 
appetizers, and some specialties that somehow seemed 
defy classification. the dishes taste good they 
the imaginative eye the reader, this should 
something standard for kitchen shelves; but the 
housewife warned provide protective covering 
for the binding. 


Leuret, Dr. Francois and Dr. Henry Bon 

Modern Miraculous Cures 
Translated from the French Dr. MacQueen and 
Rev. John Barry. Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Sept. 20, 
1957. 475p. $3.50. 


Gaer Dean Leuret Woods 


Best 


Modern Miraculous Cures, apparently intended for the 
general reader, written almost exclusively, albeit ay. 
thoritatively, from medical viewpoint. Perhaps 
just well so. For many physicians are skeptical 
cerning miracles. the book reveals, however, doctors 
are not alone their skepticism: others, and especially 
the Church, demand unequivocal proof with notarized 
well-documented evidence before accepting cure 
miraculous. Indeed doctors are often quite surprised 
learn how much the Church actually demands 
fore acknowledging extraordinary cure the 
festation miracle. 


The theory, nature, theological implications and the 
attitude which the Church assumes with regard 
miracles and canonization are discussed the 
first several chapters. The narration these basic 
principles followed the more scientific discussions: 
the Medical Bureau Lourdes, brief case-reports 
modern cures, false and fraudulent cures and, 
tions where the miracle has been established, verbatim 
reports the medical and Church meetings that led 
the decision. There are chapters also scientifically 
extraordinary cures not yet canonically recognized, and 
the etiology, (science causes), and physiology 
miraculous cures. There are, besides, ten pages 
chapter notes, and appendix two pages. 


The evident intention the authors fortify the 
itual effects miracles medical documentation has 
been accomplished fascinating manner. But, the 
translators suggest, this not book dipped into. 
“Tt should read whole not all.” 


William White, M.D., 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


CLUE-WORKS 


John Coppinger, Elmhurst, 
Contributing Editor 


Woods, William 
Hill Wang. Sept. 159p. $3.00. 


This not mystery story, except perhaps the larger 
sense that life full mystery because man cannot 
counted the predictable. His enigmatice 
havior especially the expression his irascible 
petites—is the stuff which all literature made. 
this particular excursion, Mr. Woods has told, 
ciently and economically, existentialist tale love 
and revenge. His central character young 
Manuela, intent getting from South America 
land. accomplish this she offers herself Mario, 
chief engineer steamer bound for the British Isle. 
Manuela reveals her sex prevent Mario from 
ing her; but turn she becomes involved with Captain 
Prothero who allows the ship sunk hurricane 
All three survive and the author brings his tale to: 
close strange and bitter note irony. 


Manuela 


This bald outline does not justice the 
the characters and the precision the craftsmanshi? 
and style the author. anything, there not 
development the psychological material intrinsic 
the characters and the situations which they find 
themselves. 
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Wade, Henry The Litmore Snatch 
Macmillan. Sept. 218p. $2.95. 


Henry Wade one this reviewer’s favorite mystery 
writers. Dying Fall was candidate for the best 
mystery 1956. His latest, unfortunately, cannot rank 
But good Wade better than most. 


Here have almost Dragnet-type clinical study 
how the English constabulary cope with crime that 
relatively rare the British Isles: kidnapping. The 
newspaper publisher “snatched” and re- 
safely after the payment large ransom. 
Then, slowly and methodically, Scotland Yard goes 
after the criminals. the surface, reader might say 
the synopsis: “not much it”: but he’d wrong, 
because Wade too gifted have that simple. His 
red-herring technique admirable. 


Malcolm-Smith, George The Trouble with Fidelity 
Doubleday. Sept. 19,1957. 191p. $2.95. 

Lenny Painter, Nutmeg indemnity investigator, chas- 
ing the whereabouts half-a-million dollars embezzled 
from the Fordyce Management Corporation. pur- 
sues from Hartford New York, Newark, Buf- 
falo, Detroit, Boston, Bangor, Presque Isle. 
does not Mehoopany, Pennsylvania! 


man turns out very much alive; philan- 
dering wife doesn’t tell the truth; professional golfer 
chases stuffed goose; Painter chases them all. 
all good fun. 


Hocking, Anne The Simple Way Poison 
Washburn. Sept. 224p. $2.95. 

When Juliet Waring discovers that her husband Jocelyn 
has been unfaithful she prepares institute divorce 
proceedings. Jocelyn, fit pique, throws fare- 
well party for himself. His guest list made 
everyone who might have very good reason for jostlin’ 
Jocelyn dark alley. Instead the alley happens 
the bedroom, and it’s permanent farewell for 
Jocelyn. 

Atrio Yardmen, (it used single Inspector 
Superintendent but now it’s duet trio these 
English mysteries), work like the Ritz and 
emphatic and they apprehend the murderer; but not 
before second death occurs. 


Barns, Glenn Deadly Summer 
Sept. 18,1957. 219p. $2.95. 


Mixing the most incongrous element—a small western 
town, amateur theatricals, narcotics, and murder—Mr. 
Barns make good thriller which New York Detec- 
tive Inspector Mac McDarmond, recovering from seri- 
ous wounds suffered apprehending young gangster, 
out for his young wife’s former home discover 
why she died drowning trying rescue her 
younger sister, while was helpless the hospital. 

has abandon his disguise save from suspicion 
murder himself and the wife the murdered man; 
and, though the practiced eye may spot the villain early 
on, the tale well told. 


Wade Malcolm-Smith 
Berckman Siegel West Esquire Cartoon Album 
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Bush, Christopher 

The Case the Flowery Corpse 
Macmillan. Sept. 204p. $2.95. 
Ludovic Travers tells the strange murder ran into 
while holiday Suffolk with his old friend Henry 
Morle. The quiet village seems hardly the place for 
blackmail and not one, but two murders. However, 
Travers with the help Inspector Jewle and Sergeant 
Allman “the Yard” relentlessly chase down all the 
baffling little clues and eventually bring the villain 
justice. This one perhaps bit too contrived and 
little too garrulous even for Travers fans. 


Berckman, Evelyn The Hovering Darkness 
Dodd, Mead. Sept. 215p. $2.95. 

Denny Gilbert, pretty spinster 26, blows legacy 
from Aunt Lillian European trip and almost from 
the moment the big liner leaves New York harbor she 
finds herself involved the affairs the wealthy Ger- 
rards, fellow passengers, why are trying protect their 
little son from threat kidnapping running off 
Europe. Things get pretty violent before the ship 
reaches Southampton, but Denny helps solve the mys- 
tery and even finds herself romance with handsome 


Englishman. Different enough warrant guess 
will filmed. 


Siegel, Doris How Still Love 
Mill-Morron. Sept. 16,1957. 219p. $2.95. 


the authoress intended this parody she has suc- 
ceeded admirably. Here are the ingredients: Mad love 
first sight (seated next one another east- 
bound flight over the Rockies); mysterious family 
sleepy Southern town; intrepid lover who seems 
always the wrong place the right time; 
quiet sheriff who can shoot the eye out squirrel 
thousand yeards; couple strange characters who 
are involved strange marriage. Bodies all over the 
place, one corpse who rows death! But never 
gets off the ground! 


West, Morris The Crooked Road 
Morrow. Sept. 224p. $3.50. 


Richard Ashley, foreign correspondent, has story that 
will expose the Duke Orgagna and prevent his win- 
ning election and post Italy’s cabinet. only 
needs some photostatistic confirmations his informa- 
tion and even that seems forthcoming from man 
willing sell him. Before that happens, however, 
meets again the lady Cosima, now Duchess Or- 
gagna, and his informant killed such way that 
under suspicion the murder. off-beat story 
suspense with feel authenticity setting, this 
should please any mystery fan. 


CARTOON COLLECTIONS 


Esquire Cartoon Album 
Doubleday. Sept. $5.95 


The publisher has not numbered the pages and did 
not count them; and are further willing take 


larger 
ible ap- 
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accurate the esimate that there are “over 550 cartoons 
more than 150 color” this 
our impression, too, that the more than 500 car- 
toons, including those color, roughly 415 about 
75% concern sex, with the most constant variation be- 
ing extramarital and second place going nudity. The 
recurring theme actually defeats itself, because many 
these obvious strivings for effect cease funny 
after the twentieth time row. point the 
banality these Esquire specialities, there are some 
good and witty cartoons; but they are far too few 
make this collection worthwhile. The motif the 
volume seems “sale-acious.” Caveat emptor, 
which means don’t buy this without knowing for whom 
intended. 


Lariar, Lawrence and Ben Roth (Editors) 
Best Cartoons from Abroad: 1957 
Crown. Sept. 20,1957. $2.95. 


this represents the best from abroad rather than 
merely the collectors’ taste foreign cartoons, the 
Europeans are convicted hypocrisy branding 
Americans (as represented such the Esquire col- 
lection above-mentioned) sex-obsessed. Here again 
the emphasis nudity and female anatomy. France, 
Belgium, Germany, Great Britain, Italy, Switzerland, 
Mexico, Brazil, Austria, Holland, Scandinavia, Eire, 
Spain, Australia and Eastern Europe are represented. 
Eire and Austria are the only two countries whose car- 
toons are not sex-centered. Those readers who are 
familiar wit the witty political cartoons France and 
Great Britain and Italy will look vain for any such 
this collection; possibly because the editors deemed 
political issues too ephemeral too subtle for the 
trade.. 


Lariar, Lawrence (Editor) 
Best Cartoons the Year 1957 
Crown. Sept. 20,1957. $2.95. 
This collection 300 cartoons, the “best 1957” ac- 
cording editor Lariar’s taste, contains cartoon 
from The New Yorker. There are, according our 
count, from The Saturday Evening Post, from 
Look, from Collier’s, from American, (the last 
two ceased publishing early 1957, remember). 
the other magazines represented, there are items from 
disparate sources the Journal the A.M.A., and 
Blush, the Saturday Review and Snappy. The topics 
range widely and the accent not sex. 

Ketcham, Hank 

Dennis the Menace: Household Hurricane 
Holt. Sept. 26,1957. $1.00. 
Sixty-two episodes the tempestuous life one the 
really funny little characters the cartoon pages, who 
seems real rambunctious. The Ketcham Kid 
Everyboy. 


Syverson, Henry Lovingly Yours 


Dutton. Sept. 24,1957. 93p. $2.95. 
Syverson the lad who responsible for those bouncy 
little fellows the masthead the Saturday Evening 


Pocket Print and Reprint 


Post’s “Postscripts.” has nice sense fun and 
wit enough report some the foibles and 
life without resorting the risky. Economical 
ing supplies the maximum chuckles with the feweg 
lines. Good. 


Lariar, Lawrence Boat and Damned 
Prentice-Hall. Sept. $2.95. 

The indefatigable Mr. Lariar provides both text and 
illustrations this rather heavy-footed spoof the 
current national craze for motor-boating. The Bog 
(or Yacht) Club, second-hand boat sales, boating gad. 
gets, boating dress (especially caps), boating terms and 
types all come for good-natured drubbing tha 
makes gusto what lacks finesse. 


Schulz, Charles Good Charlie Brown 
Rinehart. Sept. 1957. $1.00. 


ate appreciate the humor Schulz’ cartoon 
acters, Peanuts, Linus, Charlie Brown, Schroeder, Lucy, 
al. That mere propaganda. This collection 
tains more real fun than most the foregoing 
noted. For One Dollar, this rare recreation. 

Mik 
Rinehart. Sept. 1957. $1.00. 
Another bargain chuckles, not outright laughs, 
the mute Ferd’nand finds himself mostly frustrated 
situations not too far removed from those all meet 
with from day day. good clean fun, and anyone 
can get whop! out ninety percent the 


POCKET PRINT AND REPRINT 
Upper Bracket Paperbacks: 


The new Anchor and Image titles from Doubleday keep 
the high standard already set both series with bar 
gains for the discriminating reader who wishes build 
permanent library without great expense. 
Andrade’s Approach Modern Physics, 
chor A-111, $0.95; Ifa), good introduction 
physics for the educated layman have seen; 
was printed first Britain, but this the first 
tion the S.... The Origins Psychoanalysis 
Sigmund Freud collection letters, drafts and notes 
addressed Wilhelm Fliess over years from 1887- 
1902, edited Marie Bonaparte, Anna Freud and 
Ernst Kris, and translated Eric Mosbacher and James 
Strachey, (A-112, $1.25; companion piece 
General Selection from the Works Sigmund 
Freud edited John Hickman and Charles Brenner, 
both M.D.’s, (Anchor A-113, $1.25; III) Docw 
mentary History Art: Vol. edited Elizabeth 
Holt who has selected writings from artists and 
critics The Middle Ages and the Renaissance tell 
the story, well illustrated with black and white prints, 
(Anchor A-114a, $1.45; IIa) Joseph Conrad’s 
Chance, (Anchor A-115, $1.25; follows earlier 
Anchor edition the same author’s Victory and gives 
hope that eventually all Conrad’s novels may avail- 
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The Orgunization Man, (Anchor A-117, $1.45; 


was reviewed its original publication Best Sellers, 
April 15, 1957 Perry Miller has edited some the 
writings, prose and poetry, The American Transcen- 
dentalists, which include Emerson, Thoreau, Al- 
William Channing, Orestes Brownson and others, 
(Anchor A-119 $1.25; Van Wyck Brooks’ The 
Flowering New England reprinted the new Dut- 
ton paperback series, (D-3, $1.85; I), which with 
Hector St. John Crevecoeur’s Letters from Ameri- 
can Farmer, (Dutton D-8, $1.35; I), and the foregoing 
Anchor book should welcome news students 
American literature Tales Good and Evil 
Nicolai Gogol, (Anchor A-110, $0.95; makes these 
dassic short-stories available the student and the 
Miguel Cervantes’ Don Quixote ‘is also most wel- 
come. well rendered translation and the novel 
does not suffer the abridgement, (Mentor MD-207, 
$0.50; Francois Mauriac’s bitter study family 
relationships the novel Vipers Tangle leads the new 
titles the Image Series from Doubleday, (Image D-51, 
$0.75; Ila) Excellent and genial autobiography, dis- 
tinguished grace and style, John Farge’s The 
Manner Ordinary, (Image D-52, $0.95; 
Life for Sheep, Alfred Duggan, life St. 
Thomas Becket, was reviewed here Oct. 15, 1955, 
(Image D-53, $0.90; Terence McLaughlin, 
editor The Church and the Reconstruction 
Modern World, collection the social ency- 
clicals Pope Pius XI, (Image D154, $1.25; IIa) 
The Autobiography St. Therese Lisieux the 
translation John Beavers reprinted, (Image D-56, 
$0.65; So, too, Evelyn Waugh’s biography 
the mother Constantine, Helena, reviewed here Nov. 
1950, (Image D-57, $0.65; Anne Fremantle 
has edited number stories based biblical inci- 
dents The Greatest Bible Stories, (Image D-58, $0.75; 
find only the superaltive the title hard take 
Marchette Chute’s admirable biography Shapes- 
peare London, one best introductory studies 
great man, bargain reprint, (Dutton D-1, $1.55; 
... Lucretius’ the Nature Things the verse 
translation William Ellery Leonard needed ad- 
dition those who are interested the “great 
tradition, (Dutton D-7, $0.95; IIb) Pitirim So- 
1941 book, The Crisis Our Age still stimu- 
lating and pertinent, (Dutton D-10, $1.45; 


the Drama: 
The comparatively young publishing house Hill and 
Wang earn the thanks all theater students con- 
tinuing the reprint paperback the Mermaid Series 
and several the interesting Dramabooks. Three 
Plays John Dryden, edited George Saintsbury, 
contains the two parts Almanzor and Almahide, here 
titled The Conquest Granada, Marriage Mode, 
and Aureng-Zebe, (MD-7, $1.45; IIa) Three Plays 
Ben Johnson, edited Brinsley Nicholson and 
Herford, contains Volpone, Epicoene, and The 
chemist, $1.45; IIb) William Archer and 
Robert Lowe are editors the Theater, 
(D-7, $1.25; excerpts from the critic’s 
the English Stage” and “Criticisms and Dramatic 
Harold Clurman writes account the 
famous Group Theater the 30’s, with epilogue 
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the decade 1945-1955 The Fervent Years, (D-8, 
$1.35; should interest all students the Ameri- 
can theater and well indexed Shaw, in- 
veterate writer prefaces, supplies the three prefaces, 
each different edition Ibsen, The Quin- 
tescence Ibsenism, (D-9, $0.95; IIa) And Papers 
Playmaking, edited Brander Matthews, gathers 
together essays playwriting such greats Pinero, 
Goethe, Lope Vega, Goldoni and eight others. Most 
interesting will probably that the great actor 
Coquelin comparing Shakespeare Moliere, (D-10, 
$1.35; 

General Non-Fiction: 

James Michener’s The Bridge Andau, (Bantam 
A-1650, $0.35; IIa), was reviewed here March 15, 1957 
James Flexner’s History American Painting, 
(Pocket Library 515, $0.50; with illustrations, 
mostly black-and-white, inexpensive introduc- 
tion This Best with Whit Burnett 
editor gathers together stories, verse, drawings and com- 
ments number professional comic writers, (Per- 
mabook M-3094, $0.25; Judah Goldin has 
selected, translated, edited and written introductory 
essay The Living Talmud, excerpts from the great 
commentators among the Jewish sages the laws and 
customs Judaism, (Mentor MD-199, $0.50; IIa) ... 
The Editors Fortune have gathered 100 Stories 
Business Successes, culled from the issues that publi- 
cation “case histories American enterprise,” (Ban- 
tam A-1658, $0.35; One Minute Ditch, 
Cornelius Ryan, (Ballantine 222, $0.35; contains five 
factual stories all which appeared the late and 
lamented Collier’s New Poems American Poets 
No. edited Rolfe Humphries and proves the 
muse not completely dead the S., (Ballantine 
226, $0.35; The Battle for Leyte Gulf 
Vann Woodward, (Ballantine 227, $0.35; I), re- 
print the 1947 edition about the crucial engagement 
prior the retaking the Philippines Samuel 
Cutolo’s Bellevue Home, (Permabook M-4083, 
$0.35; Ila), was reviewed here May 15, For 
those who found their French Through Pictures easy 
way learn the language, Richards, and 
Gibson have prepared First Workbook French 
test their ability, (Pocketbook C-259, $0.35; I). 
General Fiction: 

The large majority the paperback reprints this 
classification were reviewed full Best Sellers 
their original publication. instance among the 
present additions there reason change the classi- 
fication: Gene Markey’s Kentucky Pride, (Permabook 
M-4078, $0.35; IV), was noted here July 1956... 
Edward O’Connor’s The Last Hurrah, (Bantam F-1659, 
$0.50; was reported enthusiastically here Feb. 15, 
Ben Ames Williams’ The Strange Woman 
the second reprint Bantam, (Bantam F-1660, $0.50; 
originally appeared 1941 and was reviewed 
here Oct. 17, Grace Metalious’ Peyton Place, 
(Dell F-61, $0.50; IV), obviously reprinted coin- 
cide with the motion picture version, certain 
cleaned from its original form distastefully reviewed 
here Oct. 15, Anya Seton’s historical romance, 
Katherine, (Pocketbook GC-752, $0.75; IIb), was noted 
here Oct. 15, 1954 Fred Gipson’s charming dog 
story Old Yeller, (Pocketbook 1177, $0.25; I), was 
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noted here Aug. 15, Sholem Asch’s prejudiced 
life the Blessed Virgin, Mary, second time re- 
print Pocketbook, (C-255, $0.35; IV), cf. June 
1949 Hammond Innes’ thriller, The Wreck 
the Mary Deare, (Permabook M-4079, $0.35; I), was 
reviewed Nov. 15, 1956 Brian Moore’s 
superb novel, The Lonely Passion Judith Hearne, 
(Dell D-205, $0.35; was reviewed here Aug. 15, 
Frederic Wakeman’s Luxe Tour round- 
the-world study casual sex, for the most part, 
(Pocketbook C-254, $0.35; real swash- 
buckler with English adventurer rescuing his be- 
loved from harem slavery and “saving Europe from the 
sword Islam” The Scimitar Samuel Edwards. 
Not too historical, heavily spiced with not-too-pure 
fiction, passable for adult reading, (Bantam A-1657, 
$0.35; IIb) Last here James Cooper’s The Last 
the Mohicans another the Pocket Library attempt 
make the classic books available all the least 
price, which most commendable, (PL-62, $0.35; I). 


Mysteries: 

Marquand’s Thank You, Mr. Moto, (Bantam 
A-1691, $0.35; reprint one the first the 
Mr. Moto stories which first appeared 1936... 
Stopover: Tokyo the same Mr. Marquand reintro- 
duces the Japanese sleuth years later, (Bantam 
A-1690, $0.35; I), and was reviewed here Feb. 15, 1957 
Erle Stanley Gardner’s fertile invention produces 
The Case the Negligent Nymph, (Pocketbook 1029, 
$0.25; another the apparently indefinite adven- 
tures Perry Mason. One the most original de- 
tective stories recent years Donald Douglass’ 
Rebecca’s Pride, (Pocketbook 1178, $0.25; IIa), reviewed 
here Nov. 15, Three the Michael Shayne 
tales get re-reprinting from Dell, Murder and the 


Married Virgin, (Dell 960, $0.25; IIb, originally Dell 
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#323 1944) This Michael Shayne, (Dell 957 
formerly 598 1950, $0.25; IIb) and Framed 
Blood, (Dell 958, formerly #578 1951, $0.25; 
all them scarred sadistic scenes and running 
contempt for the regular police force Thomas 
Dewey’s The Brave Bad Girls, (Permabook 
$0.25; not lurid its title might suggest 
concerns heiress suspected the murder the 
Rogers’ The Red Right Hand becomes No. the 
Dell Great Mystery Library, (D-203, $0.35; 


Westerns: 


Two fine frontier classics are made readily 
for fans and for history students Stanley 
The Old Santa Trail, (Bantam F-1661, $0.50; 
and Fairfax Downey’s Indian Fighting Army, (Bantam 
F-1661, $0.50; I), which latter one item shows 
endorsements required canteen resources report 
among much else interest Luke Short’s Raiders 
the Rimrock, (Bantam 1652, $0.25; I), competent 
tale “nesters” and cattlemen John 
Wagon Train, (Bantam 1654, $0.25; I), relates 
Halleran, (Ballantine 219, $0.35; I), original set 
New Mexico territory with ex-Army Indian fighter 
having battle raiders for his heritage Riding 
Gun Eugene Cunningham, (Dell 956, $0.25; has 
lorn Moray, outlaw, earning his redemption tough 
ordeal William Harrison’s Unarmed Killer, 
(Permabook M-3093, $0.25; shows how Matt Mc. 
Kenna stopped range war without carrying gun 
Clay Fisher’s Santa Passage, (Pocketbook 1186, 
$0.25; I), gets the wagon train through, spite snaky 
Spanish Don Pedro, redhead Aurelia and mule 
skinner named McLowry. 
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